GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
writer of distinction as well as orator, he was born in Lisbon and
made Brazil his territory. His famous sermon of May 22, 1653,
Sermao dos Escravos, is still fresh in the mind of the Portuguese.
Slavery was then current coin and the native a mere item of
merchandise. " No greater curse," said Vieira that day, " can
rest on a house, or on a family, than that of being served by unjust
sweat and blood. Everything goes wrong, nothing prospers, the
Devil takes everything. The bread won in this way is like the bread
the Tempter offered to Christ ; the bread of stone which if it does
not stick in the throat may not be digested." Not surprisingly
he made enemies among the colonists and for a while he was expelled
from Brazil . . . Some day when the history of anti-racism is
written, Antonio Vieira will be recognised as one of the precursors
of those who have preached the equality of all men in the sight
of God.
The wheel to which Camoens gave new impetus keeps on turning
and the observer is brought face to face with the personality and
outstanding leadership of the Marquess of Pombal as he looks
over the ruins of stricken Lisbon on the morning after the earth-
quake of 1755. " What can be done ? " the King is reported to
have asked for the hundredth time. " Bury the dead," said Pombal,
*' and feed the living."7 " Taking leave of the king with authority
to execute whatever measures he thought fit, Pombal at once
hastened to the scene of the calamity. He penetrated into the
midst of the ruins. For several days he lived in his carriage,
scribbling proclamations and orders, despatching and receiving
couriers, reassuring the populace and exhorting them to the work
of rescue. During twenty-four hours on end he took no nourish-
ment except a bowl of broth, which was brought to him by his
wife, who picked her way to his carriage over the debris in the
streets ". Order was restored and gradually Lisbon began to rise
again and resume its place among the world's great capitals. The
architect was Pombal.
Great men by the hundreds have enriched Portugal in all walks of
life. Many of them received the thanks of the nation while they
lived. Some were banished. Some died in wealth, heaped with
honours. Others died disappointed men in exile. Others lost
thek lives in defence of thek faith at the stake at the other end of
the earth. Joao de Brito is immortal, as in thek different fields
are Prince Henry the Navigator, Nun' Alvares Pereira, who died
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